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Hippo Scales Technology Team with New Leadership
Appointments

5/3/2021

SEASONED LEADERS WILL DRIVE

HIPPO’S INFORMATION SYSTEMS,

DATA SCIENCE & ANALYTICS,

CLOUD INFRASTRUCTURE, AND

ENGINEERING PLATFORMS AS THE

COMPANY SCALES TO REACH

MILLIONS MORE HOMES

Hippo, the home insurance group that created a new standard of care and protection for homeowners, today

announced new leadership to its technology team led by Chief Technology O�cer (CTO) Ran Harpaz, including the

appointment of the company’s �rst Chief Information O�cer (CIO), Klarissa Marenitch. In the past year, Hippo has

doubled the size of its employee base and scaled to reach homeowners across 34 states, driving a deeper focus on

the alignment of Hippo’s internal technology infrastructure and systems to support Hippo’s growth and expansion

to reach millions more homeowners across the country.

Hippo is modernizing the home insurance process, and uses advanced technology to identify and address

homeowner issues proactively. The company’s proprietary policy management, industry-leading smart home

integrations, customer support systems that help identify issues before they arise, and proactive alerts have all

contributed to an experience that’s centered on the end-customer. The newly appointed technology leaders will

each be responsible for expanding and enhancing the delivery of Hippo’s technology services to reach speci�c

audience segments across its business, from engineers to employees, to its customers.
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Klarissa Marenitch, Hippo’s �rst CIO, will oversee the critical systems that support the productivity and

e�ciency of Hippo’s fast-growing employee base, including Information Technology, Corporate

Technology, Information Security, Business & Insurance Systems, and Employee Productivity. She joins

Hippo from her prior role of CIO at fast growing enterprise �rm Anaplan. She has led digital

transformation and innovation initiatives for companies including Redbox, Sun Microsystems, Kohl’s

and Macys.

 

 

Lukasz Strozek, Hippo’s Vice President of Product Engineering, will manage Hippo’s B2C, B2B, and

Insurance Development teams and work in partnership with the product organization to develop new

products that support Hippo’s customers and robust partner network. He joins Hippo from ecommerce

payments �rm Bolt, where he was Vice President, Engineering. Earlier in his career, Lukasz co-founded

an online lending company acquired by digital �nance �rm, SoFi. He holds a Stanford MBA and is a

Harvard graduate.

 

 

Dalit Shahar, joined Hippo in September 2019 from Globality Inc. and was promoted to the role of Vice

President, Engineering Operations. She will oversee the planning, execution and release processes of

Hippo’s engineering operations, as well as the Quality operations. Her team enables better execution

across the organization from product to recruiting to facilitate improved collaboration, alignment, and

productivity.

 

 

Mike Gordon, joined Hippo in September 2019 and was promoted to the role of Vice President, Platform

Engineering. He will oversee the cloud infrastructure, platform core services, engineering productivity,

data platforms, API capabilities and service-oriented-architecture rollout across all of Hippo engineering

solutions. Prior to Hippo, Mike spent 8 years as a software engineering leader at Google. He is a veteran

o�cer of the US Army and West Point graduate.
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Tal Hornstein, Hippo’s Chief Security Information O�cer (CISO), brings over 25 years of industry

experience in multiple security-related startups and tech �rms, including �ve years at Globality Inc. and

13 years with Skybox Security. Tal will be responsible for driving information security strategy and

operations for Hippo and scaling Hippo’s information security team, secure cloud infrastructure and

development lifecycle, user education, compliance and risk governance. Tal holds a CISSP certi�cation

from the International Information Security Certi�cation Consortium (ISC2).

 

 

Ruben Kogel, Hippo’s Director of Data & Analytics, will oversee a center-of-excellence in data and analytics,

and support scaling the company’s data science e�orts. He was most recently at Lime where he built and led

the company’s data science and analytics team. Ruben holds an MBA from Chicago Booth and a Master’s

degree from Stanford.

 

“We’ve developed Hippo’s technology organization from the ground up to sit at the critical junction of insurance and

technology, delivering products and ground-breaking innovation to our industry and our growing customer base,”

said Harpaz, CTO of Hippo. “We’re honored to have an exceptional roster of technology talent and a deep

leadership bench, adding Klarissa as our �rst-ever CIO focused on delivering exceptional employee experiences,

along with Dalit & Mike who continuously exceed expectations, and Lukasz, Ruben & Tal, who will strengthen and

scale Hippo’s technology capabilities to be as proactive as the home insurance we provide our customers.”

Together Hippo’s technology leaders will guide the company on its path to the public market, and support its

continued growth and innovation in the industry. In March 2021, Hippo announced a de�nitive business

combination agreement with Reinvent Technology Partners Z (“Reinvent”) (NYSE:RTPZ), a special purpose

acquisition company (“SPAC”) that takes a “Venture Capital at Scale” approach. Upon the closing of the transaction,

the combined company will be publicly traded.

About Hippo
 

Hippo Insurance Services o�ers a di�erent kind of home insurance, built from the ground up to provide a new

standard of care and protection for homeowners. Our goal is to make homes safer and better protected so

customers spend less time worrying about the burdens of homeownership and more time enjoying their homes
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and the life within. Harnessing real-time data, smart home technology, and a growing suite of home services, we

are creating the �rst integrated home protection platform. Hippo is headquartered in Palo Alto, California with

o�ces in Austin and Dallas, Texas and insurance products available to more than 70 percent of U.S. homeowners in

34 states. Hippo Insurance Services is a licensed property casualty insurance agent with products underwritten by

various insurance companies. For more information, including licensing information, visit http://www.hippo.com.
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