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Impact of packaging

Packaging for fresh prepared food plays a critical role. It ensures 
products maintain our high standards of food safety and quality 
as they reach store shelves and consumers’ kitchens and extend 
shelf lives which in turn reduces food waste. Nevertheless, 
plastics – in particular single-use formats – contribute to a global 
pollution problem and originate from non-renewable resources. 
Therefore, choosing the right packaging materials and formats 
alongside our customers is vitally important in order to balance 
shelf-life, safety and quality along with the circularity and 
sustainability of food packaging materials and enable consumers 
to recycle as much as possible. 

In 2019, we signed up to the goals of The UK Plastics Pact for our 
UK business as they closely align to our goals and those of our UK 
customers. In 2020 we have continued to make strong progress 
against the 2025 targets by working closely with our customers to 
explore ways to eliminate unnecessary plastic packaging, light-
weighting packaging, substituting for alternatives and increasing 
recycled content.

Our targets and commitments: 

• Support the UK Plastics Pact’s shared industry goals: 
• Eliminate problematic or unnecessary single-use 

packaging  
• 100% of plastics packaging to be reusable, recyclable or 

compostable  
• 30% average recycled content in plastic packaging.

Our approach 

We address the sustainability of our packaging through our 
internal Packaging Forum working group, comprised of packaging 
technologists, sustainability, development and commercial team 
members. The group met throughout 2021 to share updates from 
respective businesses and departments, discuss challenges and 
cross-pollinate ideas and innovations. 
 

Our approach, along with that of our customers’ is to reduce 
plastics use by using lighter grade where possible, eliminating 
some formats like additional lids, maximising recyclability by 
finding alternatives to hard-to-recycle formats, switching to 
alternative, more sustainable materials such as cardboard in 
some materials, and finally, increase use of plastics with recycled 
content.

Progress in 2021

We continued with our ‘remove and replace’ plastic strategy which 
supported strong progress against the goals of the UK Plastics 
Pact:  

• Eliminate problematic or unnecessary single-use 
packaging: We have removed nearly 400 tonnes of plastic 
from the UK business. This has been achieved by using 
lighter grade where possible, eliminating some packaging 
components such as additional lids and by switching to 
alternative materials such as cardboard. 

• 100% of plastics packaging to be reusable, recyclable or 
compostable: Switching to cardboard, where appropriate, 
also helps us to maximise recyclability. 99.8% of our UK 
packaging is now recyclable and 81.2% is made from recycled 
or renewable materials such as cardboard. 

• At least 30% average recycled content in plastic packaging. 
With an average of 45.6% recycled content across all of our 
plastic packaging portfolio we are well ahead of the 2025 UK 
Plastics Pact target. This is also helping us to mitigate the 
impact of the incoming Plastics Tax, which applies to plastic 
packaging with less than 30% recycled content.

Packaging use (UK) 2021 2020

Total primary packaging in products sold (tonnes), of which: 62,825 61,667

Total made from recycled and/or renewable materials 51,033 49,054

Percentage (%) of packaging made from recycled and/or renewable materials 81.2% 79.5%

Total packaging that is recyclable, reusable, and/or compostable 62,726 61,572

Percentage (%) of packaging that is recyclable, reusable, and/or compostable 99.8% 99.8%

Packaging use by material (tonnes)

Plastic 20,328 21,032

PE / HDPE / LDPE / LLDPE 319 314

PET, of which: 14,271 14,376 

rPET   9,269  9,136

Average recycled content (PET) 64.9% 63.6%

PP 5,639 6,247

Laminate films 99 95

Average recycled content, all plastics (%) 45.6% 43.4%
Bakkavor does not source PVC or PS plastic  
Paper-based packaging 41,764 39,918

Other primary packaging materials, e.g. aluminium 733 717




