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Media Release 

QIAGEN launches new automated sexual assault sample 
processing kit at ISHI 2025 

• New EZ2 DNA Investigator Sep&Prep Kit automates sexual assault sample processing, 
improving sperm DNA recovery and separation from victim DNA 
 

• Workflow on EZ2 Connect Fx delivers high-quality DNA in under 2.5 hours, minimizing 
hands-on time and variability with current manual process 

 
• QIAGEN to showcase new kit and forensics portfolio at upcoming ISHI 2025 meeting 
 
Germantown, Maryland and Venlo, the Netherlands, October 30, 2025 – QIAGEN N.V. (NYSE: 
QGEN; Frankfurt Prime Standard: QIA) today announced the launch of the EZ2 DNA Investigator 
Sep&Prep Kit, a fully automated solution for processing sexual assault samples, at the upcoming 
International Symposium on Human Identification 2025 (ISHI) from November 3-6 in Palm Beach, Florida. 
 
Developed specifically for forensic laboratories, the EZ2 DNA Investigator Sep&Prep kit enhances the 
separation of sperm from non-sperm fractions and the preparation of sperm-derived DNA for direct 
downstream use in forensic DNA profiling or next-generation sequencing.  
 
The workflow is designed for processing on EZ2 Connect Fx, a key system for forensics labs worldwide 
that can process up to 24 samples in parallel. The new kit delivers DNA ready for analysis in under 2.5 
hours, significantly reducing the hands-on time and variability typically seen with current manual methods. 
 
“This kit may be one of the most important advances in sex assault sample processing since differential 
extraction was introduced some 40 years ago,” said Keith Elliott, Senior Director of Strategic Marketing 
Human Identification at QIAGEN. “For decades, labs have relied on a complex manual process that often 
limits DNA quality. Our new kit delivers a standardized and efficient approach that could help transform 
this critical area of forensic work.” 
 
Forensic scientists often work with sexual assault evidence samples that often contain low amounts of 
sperm DNA and high levels of DNA from the victim, making it difficult to obtain clear profiles. This 
challenge led Dominic O’Neil, Director of HID and Microbiome Product Development at QIAGEN, and his 
team to develop a new approach aimed at improving sperm recovery while minimizing contamination from 
non-sperm DNA. 
 
The new EZ2 kit introduces a novel lysis buffer that efficiently releases sperm cells from cotton and flocked 
swabs. This is combined with proprietary bead technology that binds and protects the sperm during a 
thorough wash process to remove non-sperm DNA. The result is a high yield of sperm-derived DNA with 
minimal victim carryover. The workflow also reduces manual handling and produces sperm fractions that 
are ready for direct downstream use with standard DNA profiling or next-generation sequencing kits 
without the need for additional purification. 
 
To learn more about the new EZ2 kit: https://www.qiagen.com/products/human-id-and-
forensics/investigator-solutions/ez2-dna-investigator-sep-prep-kit. 
 
To learn more about QIAGEN’s presence at ISHI 2025:https://www.qiagen.com/applications/human-
identity-and-forensics/ishi-2025.  
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About QIAGEN 
QIAGEN N.V., a Netherlands-based holding company, is a global leader in Sample to Insight solutions 
that enable customers to extract and analyze molecular information from biological samples containing 
the building blocks of life. Our Sample technologies isolate and process DNA, RNA and proteins from 
blood, tissue and other materials. Assay technologies prepare these biomolecules for analysis, while 
bioinformatics support the interpretation of complex data to deliver actionable insights. Automation 
solutions integrate these steps into streamlined, cost-effective workflows. QIAGEN serves more than 
500,000 customers worldwide in the Life Sciences (academia, pharmaceutical R&D and industrial 
applications such as forensics) and Molecular Diagnostics (clinical healthcare). As of June 30, 2025, 
QIAGEN employed approximately 5,700 people across more than 35 locations. For more information, 
visit www.qiagen.com. 
 
Forward-Looking Statement 
Certain statements in this press release may constitute forward-looking statements within the meaning of Section 
27A of the U.S. Securities Act of 1933, as amended, and Section 21E of the U.S. Securities Exchange Act of 1934, 
as amended. These statements, including those regarding QIAGEN’s products, development timelines, marketing 
and/or regulatory approvals, financial and operational outlook, growth strategies, collaborations and operating 
results, such as expected adjusted net sales and adjusted diluted earnings, are based on current expectations and 
assumptions. However, they involve uncertainties and risks. These risks include, but are not limited to, challenges 
in managing growth and international operations (including the effects of currency fluctuations, tariffs, tax laws, 
regulatory processes and logistics and supply chain dependencies), variability in operating results, and the 
commercial development of products for customers in the Life Sciences and clinical healthcare markets; changes 
in relationships with customers, suppliers or strategic partners; competition and rapid technological change; 
fluctuating demand for QIAGEN’s products due to factors such as economic conditions, customer budgets and 
funding cycles; obtaining and maintaining product regulatory approvals; and challenges in integrating QIAGEN’s 
products into manufacturing process workflows and manufacturing at scale. Additional risks include market 
acceptance of new products, integration of acquisitions, governmental actions, global or regional economic 
developments, natural disasters, political or public health crises, and other force majeure events. There is also no 
guarantee that anticipated benefits from restructuring programs and acquisitions will materialize as expected. For a 
more complete discussion of risks and uncertainties, please refer to the “Risk Factors” section in our most recent 
Annual Report on Form 20-F and other reports filed with or furnished to the U.S. Securities and Exchange 
Commission. 
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